
Abstract: Access to e

road, attention should be given to the travel of school children between home and school. A 
survey on the commuting characteristics of school children between home and school was done 
in Valenzuela City and Zamboanga City. The survey collected information on the main mode 
of transport, travel times to and from school, usual companion to and from school, and accident 
and near miss involvement of school children during commute to and from school, among 
others. Although with a limited sample, the survey results can be used as a starting point by 
policy makers and road safety advocates to make the journeys of school children safer. 
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1. INTRODUCTION
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 Modes of transport to and from school 
  
 Usage of safety vehicle devices (i.e., helmet, seatbelt, and child seat) during commute 

to and from school 
 Number of riders in a bicycle/motorcycle during commute to and from school 
 Travel times to and from school 
 Usual companion to and from school 
 Accident and near miss involvement of school children during commute to and from 

school 
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The pilot survey conducted by the study team showed differences in the travel characteristics 
of school children in Valenzuela City, which is in Metro Manila, and Zamboanga City, a highly 
urbanized city but located in a more provincial setting. The top three main modes of transport 
in Valenzuela City are walking, tricycle, and motorcycle while in Zamboanga City the top three 
are motorcycle, walking, and jeepney. Majority of school children in all transport modes in 
Valenzuela City have companions when going to and from school while in Zamboanga City 
there are more school children who walk and ride the jeep without companions. These may be 
due to the age of the participants, since those who answered in Valenzuela City are mostly up 
to Grade 6 only who are commonly 12 years old only while in Zamboanga City the participants 
are until Grade 12 who are usually 17 or 18 years old who are more or less independent already. 

Meanwhile the results were consistent for the usage of bicycle and motorcycle helmets. 
Majority of the bicycle users do not wear helmets while motorcyclists wear helmets. This may 
be due to the lack of policy forcing bicycle users to wear helmets while on the road. As for the 
usual number of riders in a bicycle and motorcycle, the results were the same for bicycles. Two 
riders were answered by respondents in Valenzuela City and Zamboanga City. However, for 
motorcycles, respondents answered two riders in Valenzuela City while in Zamboanga City it 
was two and three riders. As for the car seat position, majority of school children who take 
private vehicles sit at the back of the car in Valenzuela City while in Zamboanga City, almost 
half of the students sit at the front. The results for the usage of safety vehicle devices are also 
the same, as seatbelts are the main safety vehicle device used to restrain the child in the car in 
Valenzuela City and Zamboanga City. Also, over 40% of students only spend less than 10 
minutes to travel between home and school in both cities. In the usual companion to and from 
school, school children in Valenzuela City were usually accompanied by their mother while 
school children in Zamboanga City are usually accompanied by their father. Fortunately, more 
than 90% of students have not been totally involved in accidents. However, there were more 
school children that have encountered near miss accidents in Zamboanga City than in 
Valenzuela City. 
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